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Welcoming Remark
Welcome.
This year marks the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Paris Principles. Therefore, this is an suitably opportune time to be here at the Human Rights Cities Forum, which we are honored to cohost with Gwangju Metropolitan City and the Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education.
Chairperson,
National Human Rights
Commission of Korea

This year we will discuss the theme of “Whom Do We Live With?”

CHOI Yeong-ae

have taken time out of their busy schedules in order to participate in this forum. My special

[Korea]

thanks go to , Kim Dongchan, chairman of the Gwangju Metropolitan City Council, Kate G-

I would like to thank all of the human rights advocates and members of civil society who

ilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Cho Hyun, vice mini
ster for Foreign Affairs, and Lee Mi kyung, president of KOICA.
In 2009, Gwangju Metropolitan City became the first local government in Korea to intro
duce the Human Rights Ordinance. Since 2011, this city has hosted the World HumanRights Cities Forum, striving to develop effective systems and take concrete actions to
ward building human rights cities.
It is my view that human rights organizations at the local level play a very important role,
along with their counterparts at the central government level, in establishing a system to
protect human rights in this country. Human rights organizations at the local and national
levels need to consult with each other to share roles as equal partners, and to guide local
and national legislative and the executive bodies that they are monitoring, with an aim to
establishing international human rights norms.
With that, I was very glad when the Mayor of Gwangju Metropolitan City, Lee Yong-seop,
invited us to co-host this forum. This means that I received a proposal regarding the implementation of human rights governance from the head of a local government after I took
office in the National Human Rights Commission of Korea as chairperson on September
15. On the first day in my office, I declared four missions that I will undertake in the next
three years.
First is to reduce hatred and discrimination in our society. Second is to take proactive action to address bipolarizing issues resulting from inequality in terms of employment and
income and the social safety net crisis. Third is strengthening the partnerships for human

